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had an autonomous coinage of small coins. It is very pro-
bable also that certain imitations of Athenian tetradrachms,
issued by the Satraps of Cilicia and Egypt for the payment
of the mercenary Greek fleet in the service of the last Persian
king of the Achaemenian dynasty, to which I have myself
referred in the Clwonicle, may have been struck in some
Egyptian town, but the Aramaic characters on them make
this doubtful. Mr. Mavrogordato now adds some obols of
Athenian type, and containing symbols and an imitation of
a cartouche which seem to point to an Egyptian origin. My
own view would be that these coins were, like those of the
Satrap Sabakes already referred to, meant to pay the Greek
and Phoenician mercenaries in the fleet, and that the symbols
on them are not truly Egyptian, but bastard copies, such as
are familiar on many Phoenician objects, and notably on the
coins of the Satraps Mazaios and Datames, and that they may
have been struck in any town of Cilicia or Syria. It seems
incredible that any national Egyptian coinage should have
been initiated by these small pieces, and, indeed, until the
Ptolemies, who had a large army of Greeks in their service,
began their famous coinage. The paper of Mr. Mavrogordato
is excellently written, and a very interesting contribution to
what is at present a doubtful issue.

Turning to the coins of Home, I must just mention the
last communication made to our pages by our late President.
It contains a description of some unpublished gold coins
from his own very rich cabinet, which was so frequently laid
under contribution to our profit. Four of the coins are of
special interest: (i.) The gold coin of the Antestia gens,
struck by the moneyer C. Antestius Yetus, in the year
16 B.C., of the highest rarity, only one other being known.
The coin has an interesting reverse, representing the sacrifice
of a bull: it is not represented in the British Museum,
where the series of the consular coins in gold is so rich. It
may be hoped that it will some time find its way there, (ii) A